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Preview 

Activate Schema. Scan to see what you know about immigrants, arriving in a new country, prejudice for newcomers. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Establish a Purpose for Reading. What do you need to learn? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary: complete page 6 before reading the selection. 

Read & Integrate Knowledge 

Predict          Picture          Relate          Monitor          Fix 

 

  

  
  

  

Two very famous American comedians have something very interesting in common with 

two American presidents. Stephen Colbert and Conan O’Brien, who, as of 2013, are considered 

two of the funniest Americans, host their own late night talk shows and are among the funniest 

men in the country. They each also have ancestors who were Irish and both have publicly 

commented on their Irish pride. President John F. Kennedy was often recognized as the first Irish‐ 

Catholic man to be the president, and he remains the lone Catholic president in American history. 

President Barack Obama also has a family tree whose branches stretch to Ireland, which came as 

a surprise to many, even to President Obama. However, not only do all four men have Irish roots, 

but each of their respective families also left their homeland for America during one of the most 

devastating eras in the history of the small island country of Ireland: The Great Famine. 

In the year 1845, the diets of one‐third of the people of Ireland were entirely made up 

of potatoes. This illustrates the fact that Ireland was already a country that had greater than 

its fair share of poverty even before The Great Famine, which is often referred to as The Irish 

Potato Famine in countries outside of Ireland. When a disease often referred to as “potato 

blight” started to destroy potato crops, not only in Ireland, but also throughout Europe, the 
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weight of worry quickly altered the Irish people’s outlook. In 1845, roughly one‐third of the 

potatoes grown in Ireland were lost and that was just the start. The next year, three‐quarters 

of the crops were wiped out by the blight. The farming was so poor that year that in 1847 

many pessimistic potato farmers did not even attempt to grow crops. 1848 saw one‐third of 

the pre‐famine average crop haul. And on‐and‐on it went. 

The Great Famine lasted until 1853. Though the crops began to thrive in the countryside 

once again that year, the damage had been done. At the start of the famine, Ireland had a 

population of around 9 million people, but by its end, nearly twenty‐five percent of the people were 

gone. It has been estimated that one million people or more died from starvation and diseases, 

while another million or so fled the country in that eight‐year period. Half of the immigrant 

population that made its way into the borders of the United States was from Ireland in the 1840s. 

One thing Ireland is known for is its bright green, hilly landscape. When the Irish left their 

homeland for what they thought would be greener pastures in America, they did so by boat. 

Conditions were so poor on those vessels and the travel time was so long that the term “coffin 

ship” was coined because a great number of Irish people died on the voyage across the Atlantic 

Ocean. Those that survived were so poor that they had little choice but to stay in whatever city 

the boat they traveled on docked at. The urban areas where they ended up settling were very 

different from Ireland, for reasons beyond the geography and color of the landscape. 

Though the Irish would quickly make up large portions of the populations of major 

American cities, such as New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Boston, where almost half the 

people were new Irish immigrants, the locals treated them with much hostility. Citizens of these 

areas felt a sense of entitlement to resources because they had been there longer and were 

more “American” than the Irish. The Irish were easy to pick out of a crowd, too. They spoke with 

heavy accents and brought over a very different style of clothing than what most Americans 

wore in those days. These characteristics, and the fact that many of them were uneducated and 

untrained in any trade or business, made their new neighbors and countrymen scorn them. 

Noticing the influx of people entering the cities, building owners reconfigured their spaces, 

making smaller apartments out of bigger ones so as to accommodate more tenants. The Irish had 

to pay for their housing out of wages from low‐paying jobs that required back‐breaking work. 

Most of the Irish men, if they were able to get work at all, performed physical labor. America was 

expanding and needed new roadways, railways, bridges, tunnels, and canals. Many of the Irish 

immigrants took jobs in those industries as well as in mining. Still, landlords overcharged Irish 

tenants for small living spaces that often lacked ventilation and plumbing. Because money and 

food were so scarce, while housing was so expensive, women also had to join in as a tremendous 

part of the Irish workforce, taking servants’ jobs as housekeepers, nannies, and maids. 
 



3 
To make matters worse, when hard economic times hit portions of the country, the Irish 

were the last to be employed. Many businesses that did need workers posted signs that said 

they were hiring, but added “Irish need not apply” if they did not feel too desperate for laborers. 

The sign became so widespread throughout the country that even when it was shortened to just 

“INNA,” readers understood exactly what it meant. Examples like these of pure hatred towards 

Irish immigrants have drawn comparisons to the American treatment of blacks at that time, 

which was still before the Civil War had been fought and the Emancipation Proclamation 

written. Though arguments about the origin of the term “Black Irish” vary, some historians 

believe it was used to describe a kind of pecking order within the Irish community. The Irish had 

been migrating to America before the Great Famine and those who had been in the U.S. longer 

had more ample opportunity to gain financial security. Those who fled Ireland and starvation 

due to the potato blight, on the other hand, were viewed as members of the lowest class of 

people. Thus, when someone was labeled Black Irish, it was a hint at a class association with 

African Americans and not an observation of a poor Irishman’s physical characteristics; 

regardless of wealth, the majority of Irish immigrants had light hair, eyes, and skin. 

Many politicians sought to gain votes off of the newfound hatred of the Irish‐Catholic 

immigrants. “Nativists” had campaigned decades prior, though mostly on anti‐Native American 

platforms. When the Irish came and the subsequent prejudice against them became commonplace, 

Nativists were reenergized. After creating the “American Party,” they actually gave speeches 

promising that if they were elected into various offices, they would find a way to close up American 

borders to keep the Irish from entering. The incredible irony about Nativists is that none of them 

were really native at all; they had simply been in the U.S. a couple of generations longer than the 

Irish, and some even less than that. Nevertheless, they were so volatile that they held violent 

demonstrations from time to time and lead attacks on Catholic churches. Some Irish immigrant 

deaths have been attributed to such outbursts of violence against them. 

For the Irish to gain favor in America, it would take violence—both sanctioned by the 

government, and not. The Civil War created a ripe opportunity for these political conflicts to 

come to a head. During the war, there were drafts that required men to fight. Draft riots 

erupted in New York City because Irish immigrants insisted that the rules of the draft would 

draw an unfair number of Irish into service. Still, incredibly, about 140,000 Irishmen enlisted in 

the Union Army. After the Union victory, some formerly prejudiced Americans began to view 

the Irish as assets to the country, for they had proven their loyalty on the battlefields. 

Slowly, but surely, the Irish began to fit into America a little more comfortably. They 

began many of the early trade unions, founded police departments, and fire departments, too. 

By the twentieth century, Irish Catholics became a force to be reckoned with in politics. 

Boston elected an Irish mayor, James Michael Curley. In the 1920s, one of New York State’s 

governors, Al Smith, was Irish. Both he and Mr. Curley set the stage for the rise of John F. 

Kennedy to the White House. 

History shows that, from the Great Famine to the coffin ships, from the prejudice to the 

Civil War draft, Irish‐Americans have been a resilient bunch. It’s no wonder that the Notre 

Dame mascot is called The Fighting Irish. 
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1. Which event made one million Irish people leave Ireland in the mid-1800s? 

A  the Black Death 

B  World War I 

C  the American Civil War 

D  the Great Famine 

2. Some Americans began to view the Irish as assets to the country. Which of the 

following cause created this effect? 

A  140,000 Irishmen enlisted in the Union Army during the Civil War and proved 

their loyalty on the battlefields. 

B  The Irish were overcharged for smaller apartments when they moved to 

American cities. 

C  The Irish traveled to America in “coffin ships” and many died on the voyage 

across the Atlantic Ocean. 

D  By the twentieth century, Irish Catholics became a force to be reckoned with in 

American politics. 

This evidence supports which of the following conclusions about how the Irish were 

viewed in America at this time? 

A  The Irish were well-respected members of society. 

B  The Irish were considered to be the part of the lower classes of society. 

C  The Irish were hated more than the blacks in society. 

D  The Irish were considered slaves. 

4. What can be concluded about the effect of the Irish on American history? 

A  The Irish had a very minimal effect on American history. 

B  The Irish had a major effect on American history, from the Civil War to current 

politics. 

C  The Irish had an effect only in American cities like Boston, New York, and 

Philadelphia. 

D  The Irish only had negative effects on American history. 

3. Read the sentences: “Many businesses that did need workers posted signs 

that said they were hiring, but added ‘Irish need not apply’ if they did not feel as  

though they were too desperate for laborers…. Examples like these of pure hatred 

towards Irish immigrants have drawn comparisons to the American treatment of 

 blacks at the time, which was still before The Civil War had been fought and the 

Emancipation Proclamation written.” 

Recall 
Comprehension Questions  

(circle the best answer) 
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6. Read the sentences: “By the twentieth century, Irish Catholics became a force to be 

reckoned with in politics. Boston elected an Irish mayor, James Michael Curley. In the 

1920s, one of New York State’s governors, Al Smith, was Irish. Both he and Mr. Curley 

set the stage for the rise of John F. Kennedy to the White House.”What does the author mean 

by the term “a force to be reckoned with”? 

A  a negative force 

B  a debate team 

C  a powerful or influential force 

D  a judgmental group 

8. Describe at least two challenges the Irish faced when they moved to American cities. 

Use information from the passage to support your answer 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

9. What benefits did the Irish enjoy when they began to fit into America a little more 

comfortably after the American Civil War? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

10. The author notes that “Irish-Americans have been a resilient bunch.” A person who 

is resilient is strong and able to recover from unpleasant or damaging events. 

Using information from the passage, explain why Irish-Americans can be considered a 

“resilient bunch.” 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below 

The term “Irish need not apply” became very popular on store signs; _________, 

store owners shortened the term to “INNA” and readers still understood its meaning. 

A  as a result 

B  before 

C  however 

D  because 

5. What is the main idea of this passage? 

A  While Irish immigrants have faced many challenges in America, they have 

overcome these challenges and contributed much to American society. 

B  The Great Famine is a warning that crop yields can determine your future. 

C  Racism in the 1800s and 1900s was not limited to those that were identified as 

black or African-American. 

D  The best politicians and comedians of American history have been Irish, 

despite unique difficulties in their lives 

. 
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Vocabulary             
 
                 Word = Useful vocabulary in this reading selection (Some are provided. You supply more). 
          Definition = Define each word.          
          Synonym = Provide a synonym for each word. 
        Etymology = Circle any etymological words parts in each word and define them in this column. 

 

Word Definition Synonym Etymology 

ancestor    

famine    

recognize    

estimate    

voyage    

hostile    

survive    

immigrant    

scarce    

tremendous    

association    

nativist    

reenergize    

prejudice    
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Preview 

Activate Schema. Scan to see what you know about “going green”, NY skyline, the Green Movement, conservation efforts in big cities. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Establish a Purpose for Reading. What do you need to learn? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary: complete page 11 before reading the selection. 

Read & Integrate Knowledge 

Predict          Picture          Relate          Monitor          Fix 

 

  

 
 
  

 

 

New  York City  has lots  and  lots of  buildings,  and many  people  live there—almost  8  million 

people! Human beings take a lot of things from the earth, and they also put a lot of things back 

into it, including things that pollute the air or use up natural resources 

 

“Eco-friendly,” or  “green” buildings  in New York  City are  good for the  environment. “Green” 

living helps save natural resources, makes the air cleaner, and helps us breathe better 

 

We spend  about 90  percent  of our  day indoors,  where the  air quality  can actually  be much 

worse than it is outside. Certain buildings  have more  access  to natural  daylight, appliances  that use  less 

energy,  and encourage people  to use  environmentally friendly practices.  Green buildings  give the  

peoplewho live  in them cleaner  air to breathe,  and some even  have sensors that  turn lights on  and 

off when you walk into or leave a room. The buildings also capture and reuse rainwater. 

 

The Albanese Organization built the first green residential building in North America in 2003.  It 

is called the Solaire, and is located in Battery Park City. Now, in 2013, they are building another 

new  green  building  in Battery  Park  City  called  the  Visionaire,  which  is so  environmentally 

friendly that it is being called America’s “greenest” high-rise building. 

 

 

NY Buildings “Going Green” 
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The building  purifies and reuses water,  using 50% less  water than a  typical high-rise 

building. Some of  the building’s  electricity is  powered by  the sun,  and the  fresh air  is 

filtered  to take pollutants out. The  buildings  themselves  were  all   built  using  recycled  

materials  from  other  construction projects, so that those materials do not just end up in a 

garbage dump. 

Skanska USA, a construction  company that is the largest builder of  parks and buildings in New 

York,  takes  all the  ground-up  rock  from their  city  construction  projects  and brings  it  in  to 

recycling yards so they can use it in other places – as of summer 2013, they are using it to build 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

Brooklyn  Bridge  Park  is   an  environmentally  friendly  park,  which  collects   and  recirculates 

rainwater and uses  it to water  the trees and plants  in the park’s many  gardens. The cars  that 

the park’s rangers use were built with recycled wood and are powered by the sun. 

It costs more  for companies to  make these buildings,  so the people who  live in them  have to 

pay more,  too. But reduced  energy bills  help you save  money. And  if you have  allergies, you 

may end up saving on doctors’ bills, too, since these buildings are healthier to live in. 

“I  have a  history  of  asthma and  hypersensitivity  to  odors and  allergens  in  the air,”  said  a 

Visionaire  resident,  Rod  McCowan, 52.  “The  air  is  crisp  and  pure.  I can  tell  I’m  breathing 

better.” 

Mr. McCowan is most impressed with other details too, like the recycling room, which includes 

a battery  shoot and  a  recycling program  for old  electronics. He  said he  “barely hears  street 

traffic,”  and  that  the  apartment  always  sees  a  whole  lot  of  natural  light,  even  when  it’s 

overcast, thanks to floor-to-ceiling glass windows. 
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1. What is a “green” building? 

A  a building that is not powered by the sun 

B  a building painted green 

C  a building that is very harmful to the environment 

D  an eco-friendly building 

2. Which of the following does the author NOT describe in the passage? 

A  Brooklyn Bridge Park and “green” buildings in New York City 

B  the benefits of living in a “green” building 

C  “green” buildings constructed in American states other than New York 

D  the different ways “green” buildings are environmentally friendly 

3. Read the following paragraph from the passage: “It costs more for companies to 

make these buildings, so the people who live in them have to pay more, too. But 

reduced energy bills help you save money. And if you have allergies, you may end up 

saving on doctors’ bills, too, since these buildings are healthier to live in.” 

This paragraph suggests that money saved living in a “green” building 

A  is not worth the cost of living in a “green” building 

B  can make up for part of the expense of living in a “green” building 

C  is hard to calculate so it’s unclear how it compares to the expense of living in a 

“green” building 

D  is greater than the cost of living in a “green” building 

4. The passage suggests that companies constructing “green” buildings 

A  do not make a profit from constructing “green” buildings 

B  try to use “eco-friendly” methods in the construction process 

C  don’t try to use “eco-friendly” methods in the construction process 

D  are unaware of the impact different construction methods have on the environment 

5. What is this passage mainly about? 

A  pollution in New York City 

B  “eco-friendly” buildings in New York City 

C  the Skanska USA construction company 

D  recycled materials used to build “green” buildings 

 

 
 

Recall 
Comprehension Questions  

(circle the best answer) 
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Why does the author begin the passage by describing the negative impact people can 

have on the air and natural resources? 

D  to present a problem for which there is no solution 

6. Read the introductory paragraph of the passage: “New York City has lots and lots of 

buildings, and many people live there—almost 8 million people! Human beings take a lotof 

things from the earth, and they also put a lot of things back into it, including thingsthat pollute 

the air or use up natural resources.” 

A  to argue that the pollution in New York City is the worst in America 

B  to show how hopeless the pollution issue in New York City is 

C  to establish this problem so that he can then explain how “green” buildings in 

New York City can address that problem 

8. The Visionaire is very environmentally friendly. Use evidence from the text to support 

your answer. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Describe what improvement Rod McCowan, resident of the Visionaire building, has 

noticed since living in the Visionaire building. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Why might residents of more expensive, “green” buildings be willing to pay the 

higher cost of living in these buildings? Use evidence from the text to support your 

answer. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

____________ the Visionaire is so environmentally friendly, it is being called America’s 

“greenest” high-rise building. 

A  Because 

B  However 

C  Although 

D  But 
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Vocabulary             
 
                 Word = Useful vocabulary in this reading selection (Some are provided. You supply more). 
          Definition = Define each word.          
          Synonym = Provide a synonym for each word. 
        Etymology = Circle any etymological words parts in each word and define them in this column. 

 

Word Definition Synonym Etymology 

eco-friendly    

environment    

sensors    

encourage    

typical    

recirculate    

asthma    

hypersensitivity    

allergens    

recycling    

overcast    

resident    

purifies    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 


